
AlO 

OPINION 
�be l'ltlanta Journat-C!Constitution 

"Ask yourself one question. 'Is it right?' Then do what you believe is 
best for your town, your state and your country." 

- James M. Cox, founder, Cox Enterprises 

Editorial Board 

Andrew Morse, President and Publisher 

Leroy Chapman Jr., 
Editor In Chief 

David Plazas, 
Opinion Editor 

samiraJafarl, 
Head of Standards 

Bond forged in history: Lewis and Obama 
Today's opening of 
Obama presidential 
museum makes this 
a good time to revisit 
the deep relationship 
between the two men. 

By Michael E.Colllns 
For The AtlantaJournal-Constitution 

The Obama Presidential Cen­
ter Museum, which opens to 
the public today in Chicago, 
includes several tributes to 
late Congressman John Lewis, 
including the John Lewis Plaza, 

MichaelE. 
Collins 

a "vibrant out­
door space 
that celebrates 
the spirit and 
legacy of Con­
gressman John 
Lewis." 

There are 
moments 
when the past 
and future 

reach across time and touch. 
The relationship between 
Lewis and President Barack 
Obama was one of those 
moments, a living bridge 
between the marches of Selma 
and the sunrise of an Ameri• 
can era. 

John Lewis returned every year to Selma, Ala., to walk across the Edmund Pettus Bridge. In 2015, he commemorated the 50th anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday by Joining hands with President Barack Oba.ma and his family and leading a march. JACQUELYN MARTIJ-./AP 201s 

From the moment Rep. 
Lewis first met the young 
freshman senator from Illi­
nois, he sensed something 
rare: intellect, authenticity and 
an unwavering belief in ordi­
nary people's power to create 
extraordinary change. 

Lewis, who had given his 
body to justice on the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge in 1965, recog­
nized in Obama the promise of 
a new generation. Their rela­
tionship grew into one marked 
by mutual admiration, shared 
purpose and a commitment to 
justice and democracy. 

That bond first found public 
expression in a deeply personal 
way. Lewis was so inspired by 
Obama that he knew immedi­
ately who he wanted as the key­
note speaker for his 65th birth­
day gala in Arlanta. During 1ha1 
same period, Obama asked 
Lewis to show him the Civil 
Rights Movement through his 
own eyes, not through text­
books or briefings but through 
lived memory. Together, they 
toured the King Center for Non­
violent Social Change, two men 
of different generations stand­
ing in the shadow of a shared 
inheritance. 

Mike Luckovich 

Lewis saw something 
���ra��OOS Obama 

Lewis' confidence in Obama 
deepened into conviction in 
February 2008, with one of the 
most consequential decisions 
of his political life. 

He had endorsed Hillary 
Clinton early in the campaign, 
based on years of friendship 
and deep respect. But some· 
thing was shifting in the coun­
try, and Lewis felt it keenly. 

"Something is happening in 
America," he said. "There is 
a movement, there is a spirit, 
there is an enthusiasm in the 
hearts and minds of the Ameri­
can people that I have not seen 
in a long time." 

Lewis believed a representa­
tive's highest duty was to the 
people. In Obama's campaign, 
he saw something larger than a 
candidacy: "The beginning of 
a new movement in American 
political history." 

Before the presidency, Lewis 
had made clear how much he 
believed in Obama's capacity 
to carry that history forward. 

He helped bring Sen. Obama 
to historic Brown Chapel AME 

Church in Selma to deliver the 
annual Bloody Sunday mes­
sage. Following the service, 
the two walked hand in hand 
across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, retracing steps paid for 
in blood decades before. It was 
a powerful symbol of continuity 
between the civil rights struggle 
and the ongoing fight to protect 
American democracy. 

The honors that followed 
were among the most mean­
ingful of Lewis' life. When the 
White House announced that 
he would receive the Presi­
dential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation's highest civilian honor, 
Lewis was overwhelmed. "This 
is too much. I only tried to help 
others. I'm just a boy from 
Troy (Alabama)," he said. 

To receive that dis1inc1ion 
from the first Black president 
of the U.S. carried a weight no 
words could fully measure. 

Obama delivered 
congressman's eulogy as 
an act of love 

Then came 2015 and the 
50th Anniversary of Bloody 
Sunday. Lewis envisioned the 
commemoration not only as 
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a moment to honor the sac­
rifices of the past, but as an 
opportunity to recommit the 
nation to the work still ahead. 
Obama would stand on that 
bridge not as a senator, as he 
once had, but as president of 
the United States. His remarks 
that day stand among the 
defining speeches of his pres­
idency, a reminder of Ameri­
ca's unfinished journey toward 
justice and equality. 

Lewis liked to speak of get· 
ting into "good trouble." His 
life was a testament to that 
principle, the willingness to 
put comfort, safety and even 
smvival on the line in service 
of a larger truth. He saw in 
Obama not just a candidate or 
a president, but proof that the 
marches, beatings, jailings and 
sacrifices had mattered. 

And so, it was fitting that 
when Lewis died in July 2020, 
it was Obama who delivered 
the eulogy, a final act of love 
between men bound together 
by something greater than 
friendship or politics. The 
eulogy served not only as a 
farewell to a beloved friend, 
but as a call co future gener-

ations to carry forward the 
work to which Lewis had dedi­
cated his life. 

Together, the stories of John 
Lewis and Barack Obama 
reflect one of the great chap­
ters of American democracy: 
a bond forged through his­
tory, strengthened by shared 
values and consecrated to the 
pursuit of justice, equality and 
democracy. They remind us 
that progress is chosen, fought 
for and passed on, one gener­
ation reaching back to honor 
those who came before, and 
fonvard to inspire those who 
will come after. 

The naming of the plaza out­
side of the Obama Center for 
John Lewis is a testament to 
that bond and a fitting tribute 
to the relationship they shared. 

Michael E. Collins Is the board chair 
and interim president for the John 
and Lillian Miles Lewis Foundation: 
he served as Rep. Lewis' chief of staff 
and floor assistant for 20 years. 
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Jackson sends conflicting messages about schools 

GOP gubernatorial candidate RickJackson suggests that students arc 
not allowed to pray in public schools but rather are being taught "woke 
ideology." He further argues that the government is not the parent. 

All public K-12 schools in Georgia are required to begin each day 
with a 60-second moment of quiet reflection. during which students 
may pray if they choose. As a former educator, I know there are other 
times throughout the school day when students may bow their heads 
in prayer, and no teacher or administrator will stop them. 

If Jackson is advocating teacher-led or school-mandated prayer, 
that would seem to place the government in the role of directing stu­
dents' religious practice- the very kind of parental role he criticizes. 

And regarding so-called "woke ideology," which usually refers to 
promoting social justice for all, particularly marginalized groups, 
that sounds very Christian-like. Isn't that what Jesus did? 
NANCYRUFF,ALPHARETTA 

Cage fight exhibits Trump's 'no mercy' worldview 

Like an emperor presiding at the Roman Colosseum, Donald Trump 
reveled in the blood sport of cage fighting to celebrate his 80th birth­
day. The resemblance to gladiators fighting to the death in the Col­
osseum, to the delight of the crowd, was unmistakable. II purely 
exhibited Trump's world view of personal domination without mercy. 

Recall Episcopal Bishop Mariann Budde asking Trump during a 
prayer service marking his inauguration at the Washington National 
cathedral for "mercy," explaining most "immigrants arc not crim­
inals." Trump replied that the cleric's statement was "inappropri­
ate., and the religious service "uninspiring." 

The contrast between the Cathedral and the cage fight is stark 
and revealing. 
ANTHONVCOCHRAN,ATLANTA 

Trump's brutal entertainment is beyond the pale 

Most Americans never thought they would be found living beyond 
the pale, that symbolic stake in the ground marking the boundary 
between civiJi7,ation and barbarism. But it has happened now, as it did 
in Rome, where gladiators fought each other in the Colosseum. Rulers 
used these "bread and circuses" to distract and feed the hoi polloi. The 
public crowded in to eat, drink, cheer spilled blood and debase itself. 

That Nero fiddled while Rome burned is a legend. Perhaps the 
recent brutal entertainment on the South Lawn of the White House 
will grow its own legend, but in reality, men in cages did fight each 
other under the auspices of a ruler we thought longed to become our 
king. Instead, we now see that to be an emperor is his goal. 

Current events are bearing out the grim and horrible truth that 
history does repeat itself. 
RICKS CARSON. ATLANTA 


